What makes Bristol, Tennessee/Virginia worthy of the fitle
EX P L R E THE “Birthplace of Country Music”? This tour will take an inside look
at Bristol’s role in the evolution of country music and highlight the

BIRTH PLACE OF COUNTRY MUSIC region’s rich music culture.

DAY ONE

Arrive in Bristol and kick off the tour with a visit to the Birthplace of Country Music Museum. An affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution,
the museum showcases Bristol’s rich music legacy through a humber of interactive, multimedia displays and exhibits. Before leaving the
museum check out The Museum Store, which offers great gifts and items from local artisans. -
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‘ Spend the affernoon exploring the Bristol Caverns or enjoy Historic Downtown Bristol. A certified Main
‘ Street community, downtown Bristol offers specialty shops, galleries, and boutiques for unique treasures

§ you won'tfind anywhere else. End the day with a meal at one of our many downtown restaurants and stay
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DAY TWO

Kickoff the second day with breakfast at Bloom Cafe and Listening Room or Manna
Bagel. Arrange fo visit Bristol Motor Speedway & Dragway next. Known as the “World’s
Fastest Half Mile” and “Thunder Valley,” see why it's voted NASCAR'’s fan favorite tfrack year
after year.

If you are in the mood for barbeque, stop by Ridgewood BBQ in Bluff City for dinner and
eat some of the best barbeque in Tennessee, also named the South’s Best Barbeque by 4
Southern Living. Later, enjoy live music and locally crafted beer at one of our many downtown breweries or head to Johnson City, Tennessee,
to The Down Home, a music mecca since the 1970s. At the end of the evening, stop by Blackbird Bakery in downtown Bristol for a delicious
sweet treat. Blackbird is open 24 hours a day from Monday at 6:00 am until Saturday at midnight.
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DAY THREE

Begin the third day with a visit fo the childhood home of nationally-renowned entertainer and Bristol native, Tennessee Ernie Ford. The
house features artifacts of his storied career. NOTE: The Tennessee Ernie Ford House tour must be arranged in advance.

Next, head to Abingdon, Virginia, fo visit Heartwood, Southwest Virginia’s artisan gateway. Peruse authentic
pottery and crafts made by regional artisans and sample local wines. Then, head to the William King Museum of
Art for great exhibits and the Arts Depot to watch weavers, potters and painters at their craft.

For lunch, grab a bite to eat at Luke's Cafe, a casual 1950s-style diner before heading to a show at Barter Theatre,
the state theatre of Virginia. On Saturday nights, travel to Hiltons, Virginia to experience The Carter Fold, which
features live bluegrass and old-time music.




DRIVE TO THE BIRTHPILACE

oF COUNTRY MUSIC

We are an easily accesible stop,
just three miles from Exit 3 on I-81!
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The Birthplace of Country Music Museum is located in downtown Bristol at
520 BIRTHPLACE OF COUNTRY MUSIC WAY | BRISTOL, VA 24201

For more information or to schedule a tour, please call 423-573-1927
or email info@BirthplaceofCountryMusic.org
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