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Ralph Peer
Record producer Ralph Peer was an important person in the early recording industry. In 1923, 

he was responsible for the first commercially released recording of “hillbilly music” with a 

record featuring old-time musician Fiddlin’ John Carson on the OKeh label. In 1926, Victor 

Talking Machine Company was lagging behind its rivals OKeh and Columbia in capitalizing 

on the country music boom and hired Peer to build up its catalog. 

Peer’s first recording project for Victor was a carefully 

planned trip to three cities in the south, including Bristol, 

Tennessee-Virginia, where he recorded what is now known 

as the 1927 Bristol Sessions. Peer implemented a new 

business model on this trip, signing most of his artists to 

three separate contracts: a recording contract with Victor 

that generally paid them $50 per side up 

front, as well as a modest royalty on each 

record sold; a song publishing contract 

with Peer’s newly formed Southern Music 

Publishing Company; and a personal 

management contract with Peer 

himself. This business model 

soon became important to 

the new country music 

industry and beyond.

Color In Ralph Peer!
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Code Breaking!
Use the code to figure out the blank words! 
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Ralph Peer produced the first recordings of 

           and                 at the 1927 

Bristol Sessions.

He was born in             , Missouri in 1892.

Ralph Peer worked in a variety of genres, and he recorded Mamie Smith’s 

“            ,” the first blues bestseller in 1920.

Music licensed by Ralph Peer’s publishing company was used in Saludos Amigos, a film by 

          .

Ralph Peer’s hobby was              , especially 

camellias. 

He has been credited with coming up with the name for early country music – 

“           music” – after a conversation with some musicians from North 

Carolina and Virginia who he recorded in 1925.
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